
Title Author Genre Summary

1984 Orwell, George Classics/Science 
Fiction

Portrays life in a future time when a totalitarian government watches over all citizens 
and directs all activities.

Alanna: The First Adventure Pierce, Tamora Fantasy
Eleven-year-old Alanna, who aspires to be a knight even though she is a girl, disguises 
herself as a boy to become a royal page, a learning many hard lessons along her path to 
high adventure.

All the LIght We Cannot See Doerr, Anthony Historical Fiction A blind French girl and a German boy paths collide in occupied France as both try to 
survive the devastation of World War II.

American Born Chinese Yang, Gene Luen Graphic Novel Alternates three interrelated stories about the problems of young Chinese Americans 
trying to participate in the popular culture. 

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl Frank, Anne Biography A young girl's journal records her family's struggles during two years of hiding from the 
Nazis in war-torn Holland.

Between Shades of Gray Sepetys, Ruta Historical Fiction

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian 
home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a 
prison camp while she fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands 
like hers by burying her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, 
includes a historical note.

Bless Me, Ultima Anaya, Rudolfo Classics Chronicles the story of an alienated New Mexico boy who seeks an answer to his 
questions about life in his relationship with Ultima, a magical healer.

Book Thief Zusak, Marcus Historical Fiction
Death tells the story of a young German girl, Liesel, whose book-stealing and story-
telling talents during World War II help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are 
hiding, as well as their neighbors.

Brown Girl Dreaming Woodson, Jacqueline Biography The author shares her childhood memories and reveals the first sparks that ignited her 
writing career in free-verse poems about growing up in the North and South.

Carve the Mark Roth, Veronica Science Fiction

On a planet where violence and vengeance rule, in a galaxy where some are favored by 
fate, everyone develops a currentgift, a unique power meant to shape the future. While 
most benefit from their currentgifts, Akos and Cyra do not -- their gifts make them 
vulnerable to others control. Can they reclaim their gifts, their fates, and their lives, and 
reset the balance of power in this world? 

Catch 22 Heller, Joseph Classics A classic satirical, anti-war novel about a madcap American bombardier's fight against 
his fanatical commander.

Chains Anderson, Laurie 
Halse Historial Fiction

The story of a 13-year-old African-American girl who is sold to a cruel, loyalist family 
living in New York City at the start of the Revolutionary War. Asked to spy on her owners 
for the Patriot cause, she is reluctant, until she realizes her loyalty lies with the side that 
can provide her with freedom.

Crossover Alexander, Kwame Sports/Adventure Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on 
and off the court as their father ignores his declining health.

Cruel Prince Black, Holly Fantasy

Jude was seven years old when her parents were murdered and she and her two sisters 
were stolen away to live in the treacherous High Court of Faerie. Ten years later, Jude 
wants to belong there, despite her mortality. But many of the fey despise humans. 
Especially Prince Cardan, the youngest and wickedest son of the High King. To win a 
place at the Court, she must defy him--and face the consequences. In doing so, she 
becomes embroiled in palace intrigues and deceptions, discovering her own capacity 
for bloodshed. As civil war threatens, Jude will need to risk her life in a dangerous 
alliance to save her sisters, and Faerie itself.
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Eleanor and Park Realistic Fiction Realistic Fiction
Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this is the story of two star-crossed 
misfits--smart enough to know that first love almost never lasts, but brave and 
desperate enough to try.

Gospel According to Larry Tashjian, Janet Realistic Fiction
Seventeen-year-old Josh, a loner-philosopher who wants to make a difference in the 
world, tries to maintain his secret identity as the author of a web site that is receiving 
national attention.

Graceling Cashore, Kristin Fantasy
In a world where some people are born with extreme and often-feared skills called 
Graces, Katsa struggles for redemption from her own horrifying Grace, the Grace of 
killing, and teams up with another young fighter to save their land from a corrupt king.

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet Ford, Jamie Historical Fiction
Set in the ethnic neighborhoods of Seattle during World War II and Japanese American 
internment camps of the era, this debut novel tells the heartwarming story of widower 
Henry Lee, his father, and his first love Keiko Okabe.

House of the Scorpion Farmer, Nancy Science Fiction
In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone 
of El Patra ̂on, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico 
and the United States.

I'll Give You the Sun Nelson, Jandy Realistic Fiction A story of first love, family, loss, and betrayal told from different points in time, and in 
separate voices, by artists Jude and her twin brother Noah.

Illuminae Kaufman, Aime & Jay 
Kristoff Science Fiction

The planet Kerenza is attacked, and Kady and Ezra find themselves on a space fleet 
fleeing the enemy, while their ship's artificial intelligence system and a deadly plague 
may be the end of them all.

Keeper of the Lost Cities Messenger, Shannon Fantasy
At age twelve, Sophie learns that the remarkable abilities that have always caused her 
to stand out identify her as an elf, and after being brought to Eternalia to hone her skills, 
discovers that she has secrets buried in her memory for which some would kill.

Life of PI Martel, Yann Fantasy/Adventure

The protagonist, Piscine Molitor "Pi" Patel, a Tamil boy from Pondicherry, explores 
issues of spirituality and practicality from an early age. He survives 227 days after a 
shipwreck while stranded on a boat in the Pacific Ocean with a Bengal tiger named 
Richard Parker.

Lord of the Flies Golding, William Classics The classical study of human nature depicts the degeneration of a group of schoolboys 
who are marooned on a tropical island after a plane crash.

March. Book One. Lewis, John Graphic Novel A graphic novel trilogy based on the life of civil rights leader and congressman John 
Lewis.

Michael Vey: Prisoner of Cell 25 Evans, Richard Paul Science Fiction

Fourteen-year-old Michael Vey discovers he has special electrical powers and, with the 
help of his best friends, becomes aware that there are other teens with similar powers, 
but something or someone is hunting them and, after Michael's mother is kidnapped, he 
will need to rely on his powers and his friends to rescue his mom, protect himself, and 
save the others.

My Name is Not Easy Edwardson, Debby 
Dahl Historical Fiction

Luke knows his Inupiaq name is full of sounds white people can't say. So he leaves it 
behind when he and his brothers are sent to boarding school hundreds of miles away 
from their Arctic village. At Sacred Heart School, students--Eskimo, Indian, White--line 
up on different sides of the cafeteria like there's some kind of war going on. But once 
their separate stories come together, things at Sacred Heart School--and the wider 
world--will never be the same.
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Not Your Princess:  Voices of Native American 
Women

edited by Lisa 
Charleyboy and Mary 
Beth Leatherdale

Non-Fiction

Whether looking back to a troubled past or welcoming a hopeful future, the powerful 
voices of Indigenous women across North America resound in this book. In the same 
style as the best-selling Dreaming in Indian, #Not Your Princess presents an eclectic 
collection of poems, essays, interviews, and art that combine to express the experience 
of being a Native woman. Stories of abuse, humiliation, and stereotyping are countered 
by the voices of passionate women making themselves heard and demanding change. 
Sometimes angry, often reflective, but always strong, the women in this book will give 
teen readers insight into the lives of women who, for so long, have been virtually 
invisible."

Of Mice and Men Steinbeck, John Classics In Depression-era California, two migrant workers dream of better days on a spread of 
their own until an act of unintentional violence leads to tragic consequences.

Outliers Gladwell Non-Fiction

The best-selling author of Blink identifies the qualities of successful people, posing 
theories about the cultural, family, and idiosyncratic factors that shape high achievers, 
in a resource that covers such topics as the secrets of software billionaires, why certain 
cultures are associated with better academic performance, and why the Beatles earned 
their fame.

Ready Player One Cline, Ernest Science Fiction

In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels 
alive is when he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the Oasis. Wade's devoted his 
life to studying the puzzles hidden within this world's digital confines--puzzles that are 
based on their creator's obsession with the pop culture of decades past and that 
promise massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock them. But when Wade 
stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to take this 
ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win--and 
confront the real world he's always been so disparate to escape.

Red Queen Aveyard, Victoria Fantasy

In a world divided by blood--those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-blooded 
elite, who are gifted with superhuman abilities--seventeen-year-old Mare, a Red, 
discovers she has an ability of her own. To cover up this impossibility, the king forces 
her to play the role of a lost Silver princess and betroths her to one of his own sons. But 
Mare risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard--a growing 
Red rebellion--even as her heart tugs her in an impossible direction.

Samurai Rising Turner, Pamela Biography
Documents the true story of the legendary samurai who was raised in the household of 
the enemies who killed his father before being sent to live in a monastery where, 
against the odds, he learned and perfected his fighting skills.

Scythe Shusterman, Neal Science Fiction

In a world where disease has been eliminated, the only way to die is to be randomly 
killed ('gleaned') by professional reapers ('scythes'). Two teens must compete with each 
other to become a scythe--a position neither of them wants. The one who becomes a 
scythe must kill the one who doesn't.

Slaughterhouse-Five Vonnegut, Kurt Classics/Science 
Fiction

Billy Pilgrim, a chaplain's assistant during the Second World War, returns home only to 
be kidnapped by aliens from the planet Tralfamadore, who teach him that time is an 
eternal present.

Smell of Other People's Houses Hitchcock, Bonnie-
Sue Historical Fiction

Growing up in Alaska in the 1970s isn't like growing up anywhere else: Don't think life is 
going to be easy. Know your place. And never talk about yourself. Intertwined stories of 
love, tragedy, wild luck and salvation on Alaska's wild frontier follows the experiences of 
four very different teens whose lives become entangled and who try to save each other, 
sometimes succeeding when they least expect it.

Speak Anderson, Laurie 
Halse Realistic Fiction A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's 

freshman year in high school.
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Stormbreaker Horowitz, Anthony Mystery After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is 
coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6.

The Catcher in the Rye Salinger, J.D. Classics

Story of Holden Caufield with his idiosyncrasies, penetrating insight, confusion, 
sensitivity and negativism. Holden, knowing he is to be expelled from school, decides to 
leave early. He spends three days in New York City and tells the story of what he did and 
suffered there.

The Glass Castle          * * Parent should approve Walls, Jeannette Biography

a stunning and life-affirming memoir about surviving a willfully impoverished, eccentric 
and severely misguided family. The child of an alcoholic father and an eccentric artist 
mother discusses her family's nomadic upbringing, during which she and her siblings 
fended for themselves while their parents outmaneuvered bill collectors and the 
authorities.

The Great Gatsby Fitzgerald, F. Scott Classics Jay Gatsby had once loved beautiful, spoiled Daisy Buchanan, then lost her to a rich 
boy. Now, mysteriously wealthy, he is ready to risk everything to woo her back. 

The Kite Runner     ** Parents should approve Hosseini, Khaled Realistic Fiction
Traces the unlikely friendship of a wealthy Afghan youth and a servant's son in a tale 
that spans the final days of Afghanistan's monarchy through the atrocities of the 
present day.

The Leaving Altenbrando, Tara Mystery
Six kindergarteners were taken. Eleven years later, five come back--with no idea of 
where they've been. No one remembers the sixth victim, Max. Avery, Max's sister, needs 
to find her brother--dead or alive--and isn't buying this whole memory-loss story.

The Martian Weir, Anthony Science Fiction

When a dust storm forces his crew to evacuate the planet while thinking him dead, 
astronaut Mark Watney finds himself stranded on Mars's surface, completely alone. 
Armed with nothing but his ingenuity, his engineering skills--and a gallows sense of 
humor that proves to be his greatest source of strength--Mark embarks on a dogged 
quest to stay alive, but will his resourcefulness be enough to overcome the impossible 
odds against him?

The Martian Chronicles Bradbury, Ray Classics/Science 
Fiction

Leaving behind a world on the brink of distruction, man came to the Red Planet and 
found the Martians waiting, dreamlike. Seeking the promise of a new beginning, man 
brought with him his oldest fears and his deepest desires.

The Things They Carried        ** Parent approval O'Brien, Tim Historical Fiction Heroic young men carry the emotional weight of their lives to war in Vietnam in a 
patchwork account of a modern journey into the heart of darkness.

This Boy's Life Wolff, Tobias Biography This unforgettable, bestselling memoir by a gifted writer introduces the young Toby 
Wolff, by turns tough and vulnerable, crafty and bumbling, and ultimately winning.

Two Old Women Wallis, Velma Non-Fiction

Based on a legend told and retold for many generations in the remote Yukon River 
region of northeast Alaska, this is the tragic and shocking story (with an unexpected 
upbeat ending) of two elderly women who are abandoned by a migrating band facing 
starvation because of unusually harsh Arctic weather and a shortage of fish and game.

Vincent and Theo Heiligman, Deborah Biography

The deep and enduring friendship between Vincent and Theo Van Gogh shaped both 
brothers' lives. They shared everything, swapping stories of lovers and friends, 
successes and disappointments, dreams and ambitions. Heiligman draws on the letters 
Vincent wrote to Theo during his lifetime to weave a tale of two lives intertwined as 
Theo supported Vincent's struggles to find his path in life.

Where the Red Fern Grows Rawls, Wilson Classics A young boy living in the Ozarks achieves his heart's desire when he becomes the 
owner of two redbone hounds and teaches them to be champion hunters.


